
Postdoctoral Researcher: Marine microbiology ecology 
Biology Department, Clark University 
 
Title: Postdoctoral Researcher  
 
Location: Clark University, Worcester MA 
 
Position Description: Full-time, 12 month position. Postdoctoral researcher will 
conduct research on host range, community dynamics, and comparative genomics of 
marine cyanobacteria (Synechococcus) and their phages (cyanophage) in Narragansett 
Bay, Rhode Island in collaboration with Dr. Marcie Marston (Roger Williams University). 
More information about the project can be found here: 
https://www.nsf.gov/awardsearch/showAward?AWD_ID=2023175. The project will 
include isolation, genome sequencing, and analysis of hundreds of cyanobacteria and 
phage in relation to host range patterns and genetic time-series analysis of their 
populations. Applicants therefore must have a strong background in bioinformatics and 
skills in comparative genomics or analysis of amplicon sequence data. The researcher 
will receive training and mentorship in teaching methods (pedagogy) and have the 
opportunity to design and teach learning modules or courses in the department related 
to their research. The postdoctoral researcher will also have the opportunity to mentor 
and supervise graduate and undergraduate researchers in our lab group. More 
information about Dr. Ahlgren’s lab group can be found here: 
https://nahlgren.wordpress.com/. The fellow will be encouraged to participate in Clark 
University’s certificate program in diversity and inclusion, reflecting the PI’s and 
institution’s commitment to create a more equitable, just, and compassionate 
community. 
 
Start date: Negotiable but may begin as soon as April 1, 2021 and no later than July 
2021. 
 
Duration: One year with the possibility of renewal for two additional years, subject to 
satisfactory performance.  
 
Salary: Commensurate with the applicant’s qualifications 
 

Benefits: Benefits include health insurance, retirement benefits, use of campus 
fitness center, and more. 
 
Required skills and experience: 
• PhD in microbiology, molecular biology, bioinformatics, biological oceanography, or 

related field of relevance to the project. 
• Evidence of previous research experience in microbiology and/or bioinformatics 
• Strong skills in bioinformatics and working with large sets of genomic and/or amplicon 

sequencing data. 
• Excellent communication skills, including written and spoken English  



• Ability to work independently and with a team of faculty (Dr. Ahlgren & Dr. Marston) 
and graduate and undergraduate researchers 

• Effective interpersonal, organizational, and time-management skills  
• Interest in improving their skills in teaching and integrating research activities with 

teaching undergraduate or graduate courses. 
 
Desired skills and experience: 
• Experience in isolating and culturing bacteria and/or viruses 
 
Application Process:  
 
All applications must include:  
1. A cover letter explaining qualifications and interest in the position 
2. An updated CV  
3. A graduate transcript 
4. Names and contact information for three references  
 
Directions for submitting an application: 
• All materials must be combined into a single pdf file. 
• Applications will be accepted until the position is filled.  
• For guaranteed consideration, applications should be submitted by March 15, 2021. 
• Email complete application materials to: resumes@clarku.edu.  
 
Questions about this position should be directed to Nathan Ahlgren, Assistant professor, 
nahlgren@clarku.  
 
To be considered, ALL application materials must be sent to resumes@clarku.edu. 
 
For hiring of non-US citizens: 
Clark University hires only individuals legally authorized to work at the University. If 
chosen for the position, non-US citizens must obtain visas necessary to work legally in 
the US. Clark University is an affirmative action/equal employment opportunity 
university and we strongly encourage members from historically underrepresented 
communities, including women, to apply.  


